
Marion Richardson Primary School Curriculum Overview 2026-2027 Nursery 

 

Autumn Term  Spring Term  Summer Term  

Autumn 1 
All about me 

 

Autumn 2 
Festivals and 
celebrations 

Spring 1 
People who help us 

Spring 2 
Growing  

Summer 1 
Farm animals 

Summer 2 
Changes/minibeasts 

Communication 
and Language 

Daily story time 
Sing a large repertoire of 

songs  
 

Use activities from core 
books to help children 

prioritise and practice tier 
two vocabulary 

 
Support children in 

switching and paying 
attention to what is being 

said 

Daily story time 
Sing a large repertoire of 

songs  
 

Talk about stories and 
main characters from 

books 
 

Understand two parts 
questions and instructions 

Daily story time 
Sing a large repertoire of 

songs  
 

Encourage children to join 
in with repetitive lines of 

stories 
 

Develop pronunciation 
through correct modelling 

Daily story time 
Sing a large repertoire 

of songs  
 

Use scientific 
vocabulary when 

talking about parts of a 
bean/flower  

 
Expand children’s 

phrases by using longer 
sentences 

Daily story time 
Sing a large repertoire of 

songs  
 

Support children in using 
talk to organise their 

thinking and play 
 

Use a wide range of 
vocabulary 

Daily story time 
Sing a large repertoire of 

songs  
 

Develop confidence in 
using words/actions 

when disagreeing with 
others 

 
Understand ‘why’ 

questions  

Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Development 

Explaining why we have 
rules:  

Stay on Green  
 

Talk about feelings and 
model ‘calming down’ 

strategies 
 

Develop children’s sense 
of responsibility and 

community membership 
by giving appropriate 

tasks 
 

Support children in 
selecting and using 

activities and resources to 
increase their 
independence 

 
Show confidence in new 

social situations 
Trip: Stepney Green park 

Show confidence in new 
social situations 

Trip: Canary Wharf 
 

Children to become more 
outgoing with unfamiliar 

people:  
 

Understand how others 
might be feeling by 

helping children explore 
situations from 

different points of view  
 

Support children to 
carry out decisions, 

respecting decision of 
others 

Show confidence in new 
social situations 

Trip: Stepney City farm 
 

Model positive play and 
cooperation in finding 

solutions to conflicts and 
rivalries 

Show confidence in new 
social situations 

Trip: Princess Diana 

memorial park 

 

Developing appropriate 
ways of being assertive 
and talking with others 

to solve conflicts  
 

Think Equal Me, myself and I 

Is there anyone like me? 

Amazing Daisy 

Healthy minds A 

The colour poem 

Mood meter: ruler 

programme 

How we feel 

Bruised apple lesson 

Wally the wave 

Healthy minds B 

I have a plan 

The wall 

The tale of baby beetroot 

Lara the yellow ladybird 

My voice 

Healthy minds C 

Kitchi’s moccasins 

Helping hands 

Diego’s great idea 

Head, heart and hands 

My amazing brain 

Healthy minds D 

Home 

A time to be noisy 

I love my planet 

Anjali’s kite 

Healthy minds E 

Sizwe’s smile 

My special hair 

Mum loves me so much 

Dad loves me so much 

Healthy minds F 

Healthy minds: wrap up 



Caring animals 

Physical 
Development 

Encourage children to 
transfer physical skills 

learned in one context to 
another  

 
  develop movements 

through riding and 
balancing  

Model movement 
vocabulary and support 

children to use and 
remember patterns of 
movements related to 

music 

Explain the importance of 
safety in handling tools  

 

Encourage children to 
become more adaptive 

movers  
 

Lead movement-play 
activities such as 

musical statutes: hold a 
pose 

Collaborate with others 
to manage carrying large 

items such as wooden 
blocks safely 

 

Children to choose the 
right resources to carry 
out their own plan. For 

example, choosing a 
bucket and spade to 

build a sandcastle   

Physical 
Development 

(gross/fine 
motor skills) 

 

Show children how to use 
one-handed tools: scissors 

  
Use large-muscle 
movements when 

painting and making 
marks 

Support children in their 
tripod grip when picking 

up small objects 

Explain the importance of 
safety in handling tools  

   
Support children in 

pinching the pen between 
the ball of the thumb and 

the forefinger 

 Support children in 
showing a preference 

for their dominant hand  

Children to 
independently use one-

handed tools 
 

Children to 
independently use one-

handed tools 

Physical 
Development 

(independence) 

Support children in 
developing their 

independence in meeting 
their own care needs, e.g. 
using the toilet or washing 

and drying their hands 
thoroughly 

 
Start to eat independently 
and learning how to use a 

knife and fork 

Help children become 
more independent as they 
put their coats on and pull 

up their zips 
 

Support children in 
developing their 

independence in meeting 
their own care needs, e.g. 

brushing teeth 

Children to become more 
independent as they get 

dressed and undressed for 
forest school 

 

Making healthy choices 
about food 

 

Making healthy choices 
about drink  

 

Making healthy choices 
about physical activity 

 

Literacy 
 

Weeks 1-3 
Owl babies 

 
Week 4 

Monkey puzzle 
 

Weeks 5-6 
I am ready for school 

 
Weeks 7-8 

King of the classroom 

Week 1 
The wheels on the tuk tuk 

 
Weeks 2-3 

Non-fiction: I see a tree 
Trip: Stepney Green park 

 
Weeks 4-5 

When’s my birthday? 
 

Weeks 6-7  
Jesus’ Christmas party 

Weeks 1-2 
Busy people: Teacher 

 
Weeks 3-4 

Busy People: Builder 
Trip: Canary Wharf 

 
Weeks 5-6 

Non-fiction: I’m the bin 
lorry driver 

Week 1 
Can you find my Eid 

presents? 
 

Weeks 2-3 
Errol’s garden 

 
Week 4-5 

Benjamin Zephania’s 
nature trail 

 

Weeks 1-2 
Farmer duck 

 
Week 3 

Non-fiction: Maya’s walk 
 

Weeks 4-5 
What the ladybird heard 
Trip: Stepney city farm 

 
Weeks 6-7 

The three little pigs 

Weeks 1-2 
Goldilocks and the three 

bears 
 

Week 3 
Daddy is cleaning 

 
Weeks 4-5 

A good place 
 

Weeks 6-7 
The very hungry 

caterpillar 

Phonics Weeks 1-6 
Allow children to settle  

and sing a range of  

Week 1 
Aspect 1: environmental 

sounds 

Week 1 
Monday-Thursday 

Week 1 
Monday-Thursday 
Aspect 4: rhyme   

Week 1 
Aspect 5: alliteration 

Focus: tuning in 

Week 1 
Aspect 7: oral blending 

and segmenting  



nursery rhymes 
 

Week 7 
Aspect 1: environmental 

sounds 
Focus: tuning in  
Build vocabulary 

Book 
In the darkness of the 

night 
 

Week 8 
Aspect 1: environmental 

sounds 
Focus: tuning in 
 Build vocabulary 

Book 
Choo choo clickety-clack 

 
 

 

Focus: tuning in 
 Build vocabulary 

Book 
So many sounds  

(title and pages 1-2) 
 

Week 2 
Monday-Wednesday 

Aspect 6: voice sounds 
Focus: tuning in 
Build vocabulary 

Book 
Roadwords 

 

Thursday-Friday 
Aspect 6: voice sounds 

focus: listening & 
remembering 

Build vocabulary 
Book 

What the ladybird heard 

 
Week 3 

Monday-Wednesday 
Aspect 2: instrumental 

sounds 
 Focus: tuning in 
Build vocabulary 

Book  
Toot! Toot! 

 
Thursday-Friday 

Aspect 1: environmental 
sounds 

Focus: listening & 
remembering 

1st, 2nd, 3rd  
Books 

So many sounds 
Choo choo clickety clack 

 
Week 4 

Monday-Wednesday 

Aspect 4: rhythm 
(syllables) 

Focus: tuning in 
Build vocabulary 

Book 
Monkey and me 

 
Friday 

Aspect 4: rhythm 
(syllables) 

Focus: listening & 
remembering 

Build vocabulary 
Book 

Monkey and me 
 

Week 2 
Monday-Wednesday  

Aspect 4: rhythm 
(syllables) 

Focus: tuning in  
Build vocabulary 

Book 
Kitchen disco 

 
Thursday-Friday 

Aspect 4: rhythm 
(syllables) 

Focus: listening & 
remembering  

Build vocabulary 
Book 

Kitchen disco 
 

Week 3 
Aspect 4: rhythm 

(syllables) 
Focus: tuning in  
Build vocabulary 

Book 
Car, car, truck jeep 

 
 

Focus: tuning in 
Book 

Rhyme crime 
 

Friday 
Aspect 4: rhyme   

Focus: listening & 
remembering 

Book 
Rhyme crime 

 
Week 2 

Monday-Wednesday  
Aspect 4: rhyme   
Focus: tuning in  

Book 
Down the back of the 

chair 
 

Thursday-Friday 
Aspect 4: rhyme   

Focus: listening & 
remembering 

Book 
Down the back of the 

chair 
 

Week 3 
Monday 

Aspect 4: rhyme   
Focus: listening & 

remembering  
Book 

Oi frog 
 

Tuesday 
Aspect 4: rhythm 

(syllables) 
Focus: listening & 

remembering  
Book 

Oi frog 
 

Build vocabulary 
Book 

My first ABC 
 

Week 2 
Aspect 5: alliteration 

Focus: tuning in 
Build vocabulary 

Book 
Animalphabet 

 
Week 3 

Aspect 5: alliteration 
Focus: listening & 

remembering 
Build vocabulary 

Book 
Artichoke to Zucchini 

 
Week 4 

Aspect 5: alliteration 
Focus: listening & 

remembering 
Build vocabulary 

Book 
Eye spy 

 
Weeks 5-7 

Use outcomes from 
previous lessons to plan 
what children need to 

revisit 

Focus: tuning in 
(blending) 

Book 
100 first words 

 
Week 2 

Aspect 7: oral blending 
and segmenting  

Focus: listening & 
remembering (blending) 

Book 
100 first words city 

 
Week 3 

 Aspect 7: oral blending 
and segmenting  
Focus: tuning in 

(segmenting) 
Book 

100 first words nature 
 

Week 4 
Aspect 7: oral blending 

and segmenting  
Focus: listening & 

remembering  
(segmenting) 

Book 
Shark in the park 

 
Weeks 5-7 

Use outcomes from 
previous lessons to plan 
what children need to 

revisit 



Aspect 2: instrumental 
sounds 

Focus: tuning in 
Build vocabulary 

Book 
Toot! Toot! 

 
Thursday 

Aspect 1: environmental 
sounds 

Focus: listening & 
remembering 

1st, 2nd, 3rd 
Book 

So many sounds 
 

Friday 
Aspect 6: voice sounds 

Focus: listening & 
remembering 

Build vocabulary 
Book 

What the ladybird heard 

 
Week 4 

Monday-Wednesday 
Aspect 3: body percussion 

Focus: tuning in 
Build vocabulary 
Singing phonics  
(pages 30-31) 

 
Thursday-Friday 

Aspect 2: instrumental 
sounds 

Focus: listening & 
remembering 

1st, 2nd, 3rd  
Books 

Toot! Toot!  
 
 
 

Week 4 
Monday-Wednesday 

Aspect 4: rhythm 

(syllables) 
Focus: tuning in 
Build vocabulary 

Book 
Nature trail 

 
Thursday-Friday 
Aspect 4: rhythm 

(syllables) 
Focus: listening & 

remembering (syllables) 
Build vocabulary 

Book 
Nature trail 

 
Weeks 5-6  

Use outcomes from 
previous lessons to plan 
what children need to 

revisit 

Wednesday-Friday 
Aspect 4: rhyme   

Focus: listening & 
remembering  

Book 
Oi frog 

 
Week 4 
Monday 

Aspect 4: rhyme 
Focus: listening & 

remembering 
Book 

Shark in the park 
 

Tuesday-Friday 
Aspect 4: rhythm 

(syllables) 
Focus: listening & 

remembering  
Book 

Shark in the park 
 

Week 5 
Use outcomes from 

previous lessons to plan 
what children need to 

revisit 



Week 5 
Monday-Wednesday  

Aspect 3: body percussion 
Focus: tuning in 
Build vocabulary 

Book 
Singing phonics  
(pages 30-31) 

 
Thursday 

Aspect 1: environmental 
sounds 

Focus: listening and 
remembering 

1st, 2nd, 3rd 
 

Friday 
Aspect 6: voice sounds 

Focus: listening and 
remembering 

Build vocabulary 
Book 

Choo choo clickety clack 
 

Weeks 6-7 
Use outcomes from 

previous lessons to plan 
what children need to 

secure firm foundations. 

Mathematics Establish daily routines 
such as snack and tidy up 

time 
Self-registration 

Days of the week 
Visual timetable 

 
Block 1: Comparison 1 – 
more than, fewer than 

same 
Rhymes 

I’m a little teapot 
Old MacDonald had a 

farm 

Block 4: Counting 1 – hear 
and say number names 

Rhymes 
One potato, two potato 

One, two, buckle my shoe 
Here is the beehive 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, once I caught 
a fish alive 

Books 
Five little ducks 

Nursery rhymes and finger 
play collections 

Step 1: Hear some 
number names 

Block 9: Subitising 2- show 
me 1, 2, 3 
Rhymes 

Tommy thumb 
Two little dicky birds 

Three blind mice 
Books 

Fox’s socks 
Peepo! 

Step 1: Copy fingers to 
show 1 

Step 2: Copy fingers to 
show 2 

Block 13: Counting 4 – 
take and give 1, 2, 3 

Rhymes 
Three little speckled 

frogs 
Three little monkeys 
Three little men in a 

flying saucer 
One man went to mow 

Books 
Postman bear 
Meg and Mog 

Step 1: Choose a group 

to count 

Block 16: Comparison 2 – 

compare and sort 

collections 

Rhymes 

Teddy bears’ picnic 

Books 

Oliver’s fruit salad 

Handa’s Surprise 

Step 1: Notice when two 

collections are the same 

Step 2: Make collections 

of small objects the same 

Block 20: Subitising 4 – 

make games and actions 

Rhymes 

Hickory Dickory Dock 

Books 

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 

Step 1: Match dot 

patterns 

Step 2: Be introduced to 

subitising games 

Step 3: Play subitising 

games 



Books 
Harry and the bucketful of 

dinosaurs 
Full, full, full of love 

Step 1: Collect objects to 
compare amounts 

Step 2: Make simple 
comparison of amounts 

Step 3: Look for 
collections of large and 

small amounts 
Step 4: Compare and talk 

about large and small 
amounts 

Step 5: Make large and 
small collections 

Step 6: Make collections 
the same 

 
Block 2: Shape, space and 

measure 1 
Rhymes 

Build it up 
Books 

Whatever next 
Step 1: Explore and play 

with shapes 
Step 2: Show interest in 

differences between 
shapes 

Step 3: Put shapes back 
into position 

Step 4: Select shapes for a 
reason 

Step 5: Begin to explore 
and describe natural 
shapes and objects 

Step 6: Find and collect 
objects for a purpose 

 
Block 3: Pattern 1 – 

explore repeats 
Rhymes 

Step 2: Join in saying some 
number names 

Step 3: Model saying 
number names in order 
Step 4: Practise saying 

number names in order 
Step 5: Join in stable order 

counting forwards 
Step 6: Look for 

collections of large and 
small amounts 

 
Block 5: Count 2 – begin 
to order number names 

Rhymes 
Baa baa black sheep 

When goldilocks went to 
the house of the bears 

Wind the bobbin up 
Books 

The three billy goats gruff 
Step 1: Model saying 1, 2 

and 3 in play 
Step 2: Copy the sequence 

of 1, 2 and 3 
Step 3: Copy fingers to 

represent 1, 2 and 3 
Step 4: Begin to count 

actions 
Step 5: Say number names 

in order 
Step 6: Begin to recognise 

that anything can be 
counted 

 
Block 6: Subitising 1 –  

I see 1, 2, 3 
Books 
Peepo! 

Each peach pear plum 
The three billy goats gruff 

The three little pigs 

Step 3: Copy fingers to 
show 3 

Step 4: Show 1 finger when 
seeing 1 item in stories 

Step 5: Show 2 or 3 fingers 
when seeing 2 or 3 in 

stories 
Step 6: Show 1, 2, 3 on 

fingers when asked 
 

Block 10: Counting 3, 
move and label 1, 2, 3 

Rhymes 
When Goldilocks went to 

the house of the bears 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 once I caught a 

fish alive 
Books 

Goldilocks and the three 
bears 

Step 1: Make actions when 
saying counting words 

Step 2: Move fingers when 
saying counting words 

Step 3: Count out up to 3 
objects from rhymes 

Step 4: Notice number 
symbols as labels 

Step 5: Label amounts as 1 
and not 1 

Step 6: Label amounts as 1, 
2 or 3 

 
Block 11: Shape, space and 

measure 3 – explore 
position and routes 

Rhymes 
In and out the dusty 

bluebells 
Books 

Where’s Spot 
Where, oh where, is 

Rosie’s chick? 

Step 2: Take out 2 from 

a group 

Step 3: Take out 3 from 

a group 

Step 4: Give others 2 

items 

Step 5: Give others 3 

items 

Step 6: Count 3 objects 

with one-to-one 

correspondence 

 
Block 14: Shape, space 

and measure 4 – 
match, talk, push and 

pull 
Rhymes 

Humpty Dumpty 

Teddy bears’ picnic 

Books 

The train ride 

Naughty bus 

Where is bear? 

Step 1: Match simple 

shapes 

Step 2: Push some 

shapes and blocks 

together 

Step 3: Make simple 

arrangements 

Step 4: Talk about 

arrangements 

Step 5: Follow simple 

routes outside 

Step 6: follow toys 

around a simple route 

 

Block 15: Subitising 3 – 

talk about dots 

Rhymes 

Step 3: Make collections 

of large objects the same 

Step 4: Recognise two 

collections are the same 

using large and small 

objects 

Step 5: Make collections 

the same using large and 

small objects 

Step 6: Sort and talk 

about their own 

collections 

 

Block 17: Pattern 4 – 

Lead on own repeats 

Rhymes 

Twinkle Twinkle Little 

Star 

I’m a Little Teapot 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once I 

Caught a Fish Alive 

Baa Baa Black Sheep 

Wind the Bobbin Up 

Three Little Ducks 

Books 

The three little pigs 
The little red hen 

Step 1: Join in fully with 

sequences and songs 

Step 2: Sing rhymes 

independently 

Step 3: Lead sequences 

and songs 

Step 4: Read on in 

familiar repeating stories 

Step 5: Copy art-based 

simple patterns 

Step 6: Explore own line 

and repeating patterns in 

art 

Step 4: Copy sets of 

sounds 

Step 5: Listen to and 

represent sounds with 

fingers 

Step 6: Look for 

collections of large and 

small amount 

 

Block 21: counting 5 – 

show me 5  

Rhymes 

Five little ducks 

Five little monkeys 

Five little peas 

Five currant buns 

Books 

Bears in beds 

Five wriggly babies 

Never touch series 

Step 1: Sing rhymes to 5 

and join in with 

movements 

Step 2: Move props to 5 

Step 3: Move props back 

from 5 

Step 4: Show fingers to 5 

Step 5: Begin to count 5 

objects with one-to-one 

correspondence 

 

Block 22: Pattern 6 – my 

own pattern  

Books 

A new house for mouse 

Step 1: Continue AB 

patterns 

Step 2: Create their own 

AB patterns 



Twinkle, twinkle, little star 
The grand old duke of 

York 
 

Books 
The little red hen 
Dig, dig, digging 

Step 1: Listen to repeats in 
songs and stories 

Step 2: start to join in 
songs with repeats 

Step 3: Start to join in 
with repeats from stories 

Step 4: Clap along to 
songs 

Step 5: Make line patterns 
with own sequences 

Step 6: Choose blocks to 
build roads and towers 

Goldilocks and the three 
bears 

Step 1: Notice images in 
books 

Step 2: Respond to “I see 
1, 2, 3” 

Step 3: Recognise “I see 1, 
2, 3” 

Step 4: Copy “I see 1, 2, 3” 
Step 5: Copy “I see 1, 2, 3” 

Step 6: Look for 
collections of large and 

small amounts 
 

Block 7: Pattern 2 – join 
in with repeats 

Rhymes 
I can clap my hands 

If you’re happy and you 
know it 

Muffin man 
Books 

Peck peck peck 
Splish, splash, ducky! 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, 
What Do You See? 
Step 1: Join in with 

repeated actions in songs 
Step 2: Join in with 

repeats in songs and 
stories 

Step 3: Sing some refrains 
independently 

Step 4: Have a sense of 
daily routines 

Step 5: Say what happens 
next 

Step 6: Look for 
collections of large art 

 
Block 8: Shape, space and 

measure 2 – explore 
position and space 

Step 1: Explore shape 
resources 

Step 2: Explore more 
complex inset jigsaws 

Step 3: Talk about simple 
positions 

Step 4: Move into simple 
positions 

Step 5: Move through 
positions 

Step 6: Follow simple 
small-world routes 

 
Block 12: Pattern 3 – 

explore patterns 
Rhymes 

London bridge is falling 
down 
Books 

The three billy goats gruff 
Dinosaur roar! 

Cave baby 
Step 1: Explain simple 
pattern arrangements 

Step 2: Make roads and 
bridges with intent 

Step 3: choose blocks to 
copy simple creations 

Step 4: Make simple line 
patterns with objects 
Step 5: Make simple 

pattern arrangements 
Step 6: Show an interest in 

patterns and shapes 
 
 
 
 

1, 2, 3 Black Dots (Sing 

to the tune of 1, 2, 3, 4, 

5, Once I Caught a Fish 

Alive) 1, 2, 3 black dots. 

 

Books 

Touch Think Learn: 

Numbers 

Let’s play 

Step 1: Become familiar 

with dot patterns 

Step 2: Say when there 

is 1 dot 

Step 3: Say when there 

are 2 dots 

Step 4: Recognise 1 and 

2 in different 

arrangements 

Step 5: Say when there 

are 3 dots 

Step 6: Recognise 1, 2 

and 3 in different 

arrangements 

 

 

 
Block 18: Shape, space 

and measure 5 – start to 

puzzle 

Books 

Shark in the Park 

The Gruffalo 

The Gingerbread Man 

Step 1: Complete shape-

match puzzles 

Step 2: Complete simple 

jigsaws 

Step 3: Match objects to 

pictures 

Step 4: Match objects to 

shadows 

Step 5: Explore objects 

and small world from 

different positions 

Step 6: Make simple 

routes in small world 

with lines and curves 

 

Block 19: Pattern 5 – 

making patterns 

together 

Rhymes 

Tongue twister patterns 

such as Red Lorry, Yellow 

Lorry 

Books 

Hooray for Fish! 

Beep Beep, Vroom 

Vroom! 

A–B–A–B–A– a Book of 

Pattern 

Step 1: Sing their own 

songs independently 

Step 2: Clap in time to a 

beat 

Step 3: Notice an error in 

a pattern 

Step 4: Build 

constructions with 

simple enclosures 

Step 5: Copy simple 

repeated constructions 

Step 6: Begin to 

sequence some events 

 

Block 23: Counting 6 – 

stop at 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Rhymes 

Five little men in a flying 

saucer 

One elephant went to 

play 

Books 

Trains trains trains! 

Five little dinosaurs 

Five little princesses 

 

Block 24: Comparison 3 

– match, sort, compare 

Books 

Kipper’s birthday 

Farmer duck 

Aliens love underpants 

Step 1: Compare up to 5 
different objects 

Step 2: Compare by 
matching 

Step 3: Make the same 
set by matching 

Step 4: Match by type 
Step 5: Recognise 

attributes of objects 
Step 6: Begin to sort 

some objects to a type 



Rhymes 
Hockey, cockey 

Books 
Duck in the truck 

Step 1: Respond to simple 
language of position 

Step 2: Arrange blocks in a 
chosen position 

Step 3: Select shapes for a 
space 

Step 4: Recognise when 2 
objects are the same 

shape 
Step 5: Explore and 
describe shapes and 

objects 
Step 6: Look for 

collections of large and 
small amounts 

Step 3: Make and talk 

about movement 

patterns 

Step 4: Talk about objects 

in patterns and 

arrangements 

Step 5: Copy AB patterns 

with support 

Step 6: Continue with AB 

patterns with support 

 

 

Understanding 
the World 

Past and Present 
Listen to what children 
say about their families 

during circle time 
People, Culture and 

Communities 
Help children learn each 

other’s names 
 

Name and locate areas 
around the school  

We’re going on a bear 
hunt 

 
The Natural World 

Using a wide vocabulary, 
talk with children about 

the natural materials they 
saw at Hainault Forest  

 
Use senses in exploring 

natural materials 

Past and Present 

Share books and images 

to support children in 

developing an 

understanding of the past 

and present 

 
People, Culture and 

Communities 
Positive attitudes about 

differences between 
people: Celebrate and 

value cultural and 
religious events  
Binny’s Diwali 

 
The Natural World 

Explore how things work 
by providing equipment to 
play and investigate with 

 The most magnificent 
thing 

 
The Natural World 

Past and Present 
Areas of significance: 

Canary Wharf (past and 

present) 

 

People, Culture and 
Communities 

Show interest in different 
occupations 

 
The Natural World 

Explore and talk about 
different forces such as 

stretching elastic/snapping 
a twig 

Stanley’s stick  
Stick man 

 

Past and Present 
Spend time with 

children talking about 

photos of their families  

 
People, Culture and 

Communities 
Positive attitudes about 

differences between 
people: Celebrate and 

value cultural and 
religious events 
Not now Noor 

 

The Natural World 
Lifecycle of a bean: 
Jasper’s beanstalk 

Plant seeds and care for 
plants 

 
 
 

Past and Present 
Provide children with 

opportunities to talk 

about experiences that 

are familiar to them and 

how these differed in the 

past: transport 

People, Culture and 
Communities 

Referring to books and 
online resources, support 
children to extend their 

knowledge on how farms 
operate in England and 
how they compare in 

other countries 
 

The Natural World 
Encourage children to 

understand the need to 
respect and care for the 
natural environment and 

living things 

Past and Present 
Listen to what children 

say about their 
experiences with people 
who are familiar to them 

 
People, Culture and 

Communities 
Countries around the 

world: Bangladesh  
 

The Natural World 
Lifecycle of a butterfly: 

The very hungry 
caterpillar 

 
 

The Natural World 
Talk about differences 

between materials 
Goldilocks and the three 

bears 
 



Talk about differences 
between materials: baking 

 

 
Children to talk about 

what they can see at the 
farm using relevant 

vocabulary 
 

Explore habitats of farm 
animals 

Shine light through some 
materials and investigate 

shadows 
My shadow 

 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Show different emotions 
in drawings and paintings 

 
Introduce children to 
work of artists from 

across times 
What can we see?  

Paul Cezanne 
Still life composition 
(bottles and fruits) 

https://www.accessart.or
g.uk/still-life-inspired-by-

cezanne/ 
 

Use scissors and other 

materials (e.g., googly 

eyes) to create family 

members 

 
Develop complex stories 

using small world 

resources 

 
Pretend play: use objects 

in home corner to 
represent something else 
even though they are not 

similar 
 

Listen to environmental 
sounds with increased 

attention 

Explore colour mixing  
Mouse paint 

 
How can we explore 

colour? 
Create simple prints using 
strings and poster paint 

https://www.accessart.or
g.uk/printing-with-string/ 

 

Join materials and explore 
different textures: Use 
junk modelling to make 

imaginary toys 
Where’s my teddy? 

 
Use feathers, pom poms 

and feathers to create 

cards for special occasions 

 
Play instruments to 

express feelings and ideas 
 

Play sound-matching 
games 

 
 

Encourage children to 
develop their own creative 

ideas 
 

How can we use our 
bodies to make art? 

Create an expressive and 
imaginative movement 

map after visiting Canary 
Wharf 

https://www.accessart.org.
uk/movement-maps/ 

 

How can we explore 3D 
materials? 

Cardboard creations: make 

Canary Wharf using 

cardboards and other 

materials 

https://www.accessart.org.
uk/top-tips-for-cardboard-

creations/ 
 

Use construction blocks to 
build Canary Wharf 

 
Support children to 

develop their singing voice 
 

Sing the melodic shape of a 
familiar song 

Support children to 
develop their own ideas 
and then decide which 

materials to use 
  

How can we build, 
explore materials and 

marks? 
Creating nighttime 

scenes with collage and 
wax-resist 

(starry night) 
https://www.accessart.
org.uk/nursery-night-

time-collage/ 
 

Food – cress sandwich 

Make individual 

sandwiches using 

correct ingredients and 

equipment: 
The sandwich that Max 

made 
 

Children to create their 
own Mother’s Day song 

What can we see? 
Drawing farm animals 

with increasing 
complexity and detail 

https://www.accessart.or
g.uk/shells-observational-
and-imaginative-drawing/ 

 
Build bridges for farm 
animals using wooden 
blocks, Duplo and Lego  

 
Use scissors and other 

materials (e.g., paper, 

wallpaper strips and 

cards) to make a bridge 

and farm animals   

 
Encourage children to use 

their singing voice and 
match the pitch of a tone 

sung by another 
 

Develop complex stories 
using small world farm 

animal set 

Introduce children to 
work of artists from 

across cultures 
Kehinde Wiley 

 
How can we use our 

imaginations? 
Explore landscape 

(seaside) through tactile 
mark-making and collage 
https://www.accessart.o

rg.uk/imaginary-
landscapes/ 

 
How can we build 

worlds? 

Use natural materials 

from the local area to 

make an insect hotel 

https://www.accessart.o

rg.uk/insect-hotels/ 

 

Food – porridge 

Using relevant 

equipment and 

ingredients to make 

porridge 

 
Children to create their 
own Father’s Day song 
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